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July 15, 2015

Sound Transit Board
c/o Board Administrator
Sound Transit
401 S Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Board Members:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Sound Transit 3 Draft Priority project list.
We are pleased to see that Auburn Station Access Improvements are listed on the Sound
Transit 3 Draft Priority project list (item S-09). The Auburn Sounder Station has not had
adequate parking for transit customers since the garage was built in 2003 and we are in
desperate need of parking expansion for our Sound Transit commuters. We remain hopeful that
our promised second Sound Transit parking garage will remain a priority of Sound Transit
regardless of decisions on Sound Transit 3.
Currently, over 1,300 passengers board Sounder at the Auburn Station on a typical day while
only 633 parking stalls are available at the Station. Auburn’s parking garage is almost always
full before less than half of the morning Sounder trains leave Auburn.
To mitigate this commuter parking shortage, the City of Auburn has continued investing our
money at a cost of approximately $300,000 annually since 2009 to fund Pierce Transit Route
497 in partnership with Pierce Transit and King County Metro transit - a transit route specifically
designed to carry Sounder riders to and from the Lakeland Hills PUD neighborhood to the
Auburn Sounder Station. Currently, Route 497 carries nearly 50,000 riders per year (during the
weekday peak hours), reducing the demand for parking at the Auburn Sounder Station by up to
90 parking stalls a day. Based on Sound Transit’s estimate of garage construction costs, these
90 stalls have a value of over $4 million dollars.
Route 497 is exactly the kind of service that reduces the parking impact of Sounder, decreasing
single occupant vehicle use and traffic congestion, while improving air quality. The service is
also consistent with ideas about High Capacity Transit System Access expressed in Sound
Transit’s Long Range Plan and the City of Auburn’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan.
Even with this effort and others we have attempted, the commuter parking shortage appears to
be increasing and this is causing a great deal of ill will in our downtown core for the commuters
that need the spaces and the businesses and neighborhoods that must deal daily with illegally
parked commuter vehicles.

Additionally, Auburn is anticipating the Sounder train demand (and associated parking needs) to
increase in conjunction with the 6,000 new residents coming to the city of Black Diamond and
the expected relocation of Weyerhaeuser headquarters from Federal Way to Seattle that will
also likely result in many of the 100 or more Weyerhaeuser employees living in the area to also
use Sound Transit.
It is clear that increasing Auburn’s commuter parking inventory and access to Auburn’s Sound
Transit commuter services is greatly needed in Auburn. The City of Auburn and its partner
agencies are requesting that Sound Transit allocate the necessary funding to construct the
second promised parking garage in downtown Auburn, that Sound Transit become a full
financial partner for Route 497; and that Sound Transit, in conjunction with the City and other
agencies, create and fund additional transit feeder services in our community as part of the ST 3
Station Access program. We look forward to partnering with Sound Transit in solving these
issues in the near future before and during the ST 3 Plan.
Other projects or programs within the ST3 proposal that are of interest to Auburn are as follows:
1. S-06 “Expanded Sounder South Train Platforms to 8 cars” – Depending on the direction
of the expansion there are logistical concerns with this expansion at the Auburn Station
that would need to be evaluated;
2. S-08 “Additional South Sounder Service” – This would be supportable if the second
Auburn Parking Garage is complete before the new service included in S-08 starts;
3. R-01 “ST Express Service” – the intent of this project is to expand the ST Express
regional bus service to support high capacity transit. Auburn would like to see more
detail about the routes and locations that this proposal would address in the South
Sound;
4. R-07 “Transit Oriented Development Program” –Downtown Auburn is a designated
Regional Center. Auburn is supportive of bringing additional capacity to the development
and expansion of transit oriented development in the City and throughout the region.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these comments, please contact, Kevin
Snyder, Director of Community Development and Public Works at 253-326-0077 or
ksnyder@auburnwa.gov.
Sincerely,

Nancy Backus
Mayor
cc:

Auburn City Council
Kevin Snyder, AICP, Director of Community Development and Public Works
Ingrid Gaub, P.E., City Engineer/Assistant Director of Engineering Services
Pablo Para, P.E., PTOE, Transportation Manager
Joe Welsh, Transportation Planner

City of
Bellevue

Post Office Box 90012  Bellevue, Washington  98009 9012

City of Bellevue Interest Statement
Concerning Sound Transit’s Phase 3 (ST3) System Plan
July 13, 2015

The City of Bellevue has long embraced and advocated for a multimodal approach to addressing
local and regional transportation challenges. The network of highways, high-occupancy vehicle
facilities, express and local bus service, regional trails and future light rail serving our region and
the Eastside must work as a highly integrated system to serve the needs of the growing
population and to sustain a healthy economy.
Looking at the expansion of the regional system beyond ST2 is timely now that East Link is
progressing and will be operational by 2023. The planning and implementation of the ST3
System Plan will extend beyond the next 25 years. ST3 must be integrated with and support
local and regional plans that have identified areas for significant growth over that time period.
The City of Bellevue urges the Sound Transit Board to build on the implementation of ST2,
especially East Link light rail, to make the most of those investments in keeping with the
principles of subarea equity (i.e. Utilizing local tax revenues for transportation programs and
services that benefit the residents and businesses of a subarea generally in proportion to the level
of revenues contributed by that subarea). The following projects, in order of priority, are critical
to developing a more extensive and efficient transportation system that better serves the current
and future needs of Bellevue, the Eastside and the region:
1. Complete ST2 Light Rail to Downtown Redmond. Bellevue strongly re-affirms its support
for completing East Link light rail to Downtown Redmond as envisioned in ST2. This should
be the first project designed and constructed in any ST3 funding package.
2. Fully Implement Bus Rapid Transit from SeaTac to Lynnwood Consistent with the I-405
Master Plan. I-405 bus rapid transit has been partially implemented since the I-405 Master
Plan was adopted in 2002. Fully implementing bus rapid transit along the entire I-405
corridor from SeaTac to Lynnwood, is an essential component for the Eastside and the
region. High-quality bus rapid transit on I-405 is the north/south spine needed to connect
Eastside cities with frequent, reliable transit and complement the east/west spine provided
by East Link light rail.
3. Strategically Implement System Access Improvements. In order to maximize the benefits
of the system, it is critical that ST3 projects include an array of access improvements such
as: expanded regional park-and-ride capacity; safe and accessible bike and pedestrian
connections; and opportunities for transit-oriented development, including affordable
housing, within walking distance of high capacity transit stations consistent with local plans.
Sound Transit should coordinate with other transit providers and WSDOT to ensure the
entire high capacity transit system has adequate and strategically placed park and ride lots
at the outer edges of the region to intercept trips “upstream” in highly traveled corridors.

Sound Transit should evaluate new technologies that emerge over the life of the ST3 System
Plan and implement those that can improve access and increase use of the system.
4. Provide a High Level of Transit Connecting Eastside Cities. Cross-lake traffic represents
only one portion of regional travel patterns. A growing proportion of trips are destined for
or occurring among Eastside cities due to the growth in population and increased
employment on the Eastside. One of the most important corridors to serve current and
future growth is a high-capacity connection from Kirkland to Issaquah via Bellevue. Along
with East Link and I-405 bus rapid transit, connecting the three regional growth centers
along this corridor would add an important third high capacity transit spine to the Eastside
network. Sound Transit should evaluate the cost-effectiveness of light rail, bus rapid transit,
or a combination of modes that can cost-effectively connect Kirkland, Bellevue and
Issaquah. The Eastside Rail Corridor offers an opportunity for serving that portion of the
connection between Kirkland and Bellevue. The Bellevue College Connector should be a
component of the Bellevue to Issaquah segment. Increased regional express bus service is
integral to the success of ST3. Regional express service is necessary to supplement the high
capacity transit component of the system and to provide interconnectivity among Eastside
cities and the region.
5. Implement a Highly Integrated System. One of the core priorities of the ST3 System Plan is
system integration among transit providers. Bellevue's Transit Master Plan, Proposed
Frequent Transit Network, is a critical component to improving future mobility for the
Eastside. ST3 projects must be based on close coordination among local jurisdictions and
transit providers to ensure a fully integrated, multi-modal approach to optimize the
effectiveness of the regional network.
6. Consider High Capacity Transit along the Eastside Rail Corridor. The Eastside Rail Corridor
is a valuable regional and local asset that provides exciting opportunities for a combination
of high capacity transit and regional trail facility in the same corridor connecting Kirkland
and Bellevue, at a minimum, and potentially extending south to Renton and north to
Woodinville. Bellevue strongly supports consideration of the corridor for high-capacity
transit (i.e. light rail as well as bus rapid transit). It is important that planning for the
corridor is consistent with Bellevue’s 2013 Eastside Rail Corridor Interest Statement,
particularly as it relates to long term implementation activities: “Ensure affected local
intersections and state highway interchanges along the corridor are carefully analyzed,
planned and phased, especially where there are overlapping or competing interests for uses
of the ERC right-of-way in highly constrained locations.”
7. Include the Bellevue College [Regional] Connector in the Next Plan. Bellevue appreciates
the Sound Transit Board’s inclusion of the 142nd Place SE transit corridor serving Bellevue
College’s increasing student population in the Long Range Plan Update. Eighty percent of
the trips coming to the college originate outside of Bellevue and improving this corridor will
provide significant operational reliability and travel time savings for transit. The City urges
that this project be a priority in the ST3 System Plan.
2

8. Support Transit-oriented Development (TOD) Consistent with Local Plans. Sound Transit
should partner with cities to implement TOD around light rail stations, when consistent with
local plans, through strategic use of remnant property and capital investments that
facilitate TOD and ridership. TOD should include affordable housing consistent with the
goals of the Growing Transit Communities Partnership.

Adopted July 13, 2015
Bellevue City Council
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City of Burien
400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300, Burien, WA 98166-1911
Phone: (206) 241-4647 • Fax: (206) 248-5539
www.burienwa.gov

July 15, 2015
The Honorable Dow Constantine, Chair
Sound Transit Board of Directors
401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
RE:

Sound Transit 3

Dear Executive Constantine and Board Members:
The Sound Transit 3 (ST 3) Plan offers an historic opportunity to improve key regional transportation
infrastructure. The Board’s selection of projects for the ballot will significantly affect Burien’s future,
and we appreciate this opportunity to provide input for this critical decision.
Perhaps nowhere stands better-poised to benefit from high capacity transit (HCT) improvements than
does the City of Burien. Providing light rail, bus rapid transit and other HCT connections makes sound
business sense, and will help implement our region’s growth strategy. Projects that connect Burien
meet or exceed Sound Transit’s adopted criteria for investment, and will help meet our shared
responsibility to serve one of King County’s most diverse and underserved communities.
However, if the final Sound Transit 3 plan lacks projects connecting Burien with the region, we are
concerned that our community’s support is at serious risk.
In December 2014, Sound Transit adopted a Long Range System Plan (LRSP) that includes a light rail HCT
loop directly linking Burien to Downtown Seattle two different ways: (1) Northward, via White Center
and West Seattle; and (2) Eastward, via Tukwila and Renton. Following the LRSP, the Board directed
Sound Transit staff to develop several expansion scenarios and an associated Priority Projects List (PPL)
for the Sound Transit 3 Plan. We were surprised and highly disappointed not to see Sound Transit
projects on the PPL that would connect Burien to the region with HCT.
The case for connecting to Burien is strong. In fact, HCT projects that connect Burien’s nearly 50,000
residents and thousands of jobs meet or exceed every one of Sound Transit’s six core priorities:
1. Connect the region’s designated centers with HCT; Support transit-oriented development (TOD).
Burien is a PSRC designated Regional Growth Center. Current construction activities and new
permit applications indicate continued vigorous TOD growth in our urban core for the
foreseeable future. Developers recently broke ground on two such mixed use and residential
developments, new commercial retail and restaurants are opening, and Health and Wellness
institutions like CHI Franciscan Highline Medical Center and NAVOS are expanding.

The Honorable Dow Constantine, Chair
Sound Transit Board
July 15, 2015
Page 2

2. Socio-economic equity. Burien is one of the most diverse communities in King County. Nearly
half our residents identify as non-white and nearly one-fifth classify as low-income. A growing
senior population also means that transit is becoming ever more important. Public
infrastructure projects will leverage other private investments, and bring genuine positive
benefits to a wide range of existing and future residents.
3. Integrate with other transit operators/transportation systems. In addition to Burien’s proximity
to Link light rail, our proximate location to Sea-Tac Airport allows connections that go far
beyond the King County region. Strong connections to Metro and Rapid Ride systems exist
today and demand for new and expanded service is growing.
4. Multi-modal access. In addition to our TOD success, Burien has worked to expand our
pedestrian and bicycle route network. Special effort has gone into creating a walkable
downtown core over the past decade. Such HCT transportation options can foster further
growth, help promote human health and reduce carbon emissions.
5. Complete the Link light rail spine. With the existing line already only a ten minute trip from
Burien’s downtown core, building a rib on the spine to connect westward to Burien is amongst
the most obvious ways to draw new ridership to the system.
6. Ridership. Already, ridership on existing Burien-to-Downtown-Seattle bus routes is over
capacity at peak hours and Metro’s Rapid Ride F Line is out-performing expectations. Healthy
demand already exists from current Burien residents. Sound Transit 3 projects that connect
Burien will be needed for planned future residents and jobs.
In sum, Burien strongly urges the Sound Transit Board to include HCT projects that will directly connect
Burien to the region. We urge the Board to make revisions to the Sound Transit 3 Plan and project list
placed before the voters accordingly. Without such projects, we are highly concerned that Burien’s
support for the Sound Transit 3 ballot measure is at serious risk.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. If you have questions or need more information,
please contact Burien City Manager Kamuron Gurol at 206-248-5503 or kamurong@burienwa.gov.
Sincerely,

Lucy Krakowiak
Mayor
CC:

Sound Transit Board
Burien City Council
Kamuron Gurol, City Manager

July 21, 2015
Sound Transit Board
Union Station
401 South Jackson, St.
Seattle, WA 98104-2826
Honorable Sound Transit Board members,
Congratulations on successfully obtaining Legislative support to place the ST3 ballot measure
before the voters in November 2016. This is an exciting opportunity and the City of Fife is
ready, willing, and able to work shoulder to shoulder with the Transit Board to support the
measure. The City of Fife requests that the Sound Transit Board include project S-04 in the
ballot measure:
“That would extend light rail from the Federal Way Transit Center area to Tacoma
Dome Station generally following SR 99 in a primarily elevated profile or with a mix of
elevated and at-grade sections.”
As we have discussed, this needed light rail project is consistent with our 2015 Comprehensive
Plan calling for a new “Fife City Center.” Both the City’s Transportation Plan and draft City
Center Subarea Plan have the light rail alignment generally following SR 99 (along the 15th
Street E corridor) with the station likely being located east of 54th Avenue E. (See attached
architect renderings). Our preference for this alignment is for a light rail station to maximize
ridership and benefit the City. (A light rail station located along the I-5 corridor would minimize
the station’s ridership.)
The Light Rail is also consistent with each of our 2015 Council goals to:
• Proactively promote the future of the City through completion of the City Center vision
process and supporting documentation.
• Design and implement, with key stakeholders, a transportation system that brings people
together and encourages people-oriented development while assuring the smooth flow of
commerce by:
o Assuring that transportation solutions consider long-term impacts on quality of life in a
comprehensive manner.
o Focusing capital expenditures on community connectivity, putting a priority on those
projects which serve to fill the gaps in the network.
o Identify and implement a cross railroad right-of-way connector solution.

•
•
•

Foster a style of government that proactively engages the public; is transparent and easily
accessible.
Maintain and enhance levels of service through efficiencies and partnerships.
Promote Intergovernmental Cooperation in Regional Planning and other areas of common
interest.

The City of Fife will also continue our work on the “City Center” project that will lead to a
Planned Action SEPA EIS in conjunction with sub-area plans consistent with RCW 43.21C.031
and WAC 197-11-164 through 197-11-172.
Sincerely,

Tim Curtis
Mayor
Attachments; Fife City Center Area; KPG
Fife City Center – Transit Oriented Development; KPG
Figure 12 – Transit Service, Potential Rail Transit; FEHR/PEERS
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July 7, 2OI5

Chair Dow Constantine and Sound Transit Board
Sound Transit
401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Dear Chairman Constantine and the Sound Transit Board:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Sound Transit's draft Priority Projects List for
a potential ST3 ballot measure.
This is an exciting time for our region, as Sound Transit continues to shape the future of our
transit system. We are very appreciative of your planning efforts.
First and foremost, we are excited to see the Kirkland-Bellevue-Issaquah light rail line on
Sound Transit's draft Priority Projects List.
Now is the time to plan for future growth on the Eastside.

Issaquah recently adopted its Central Issaquah Plan, which will guide the long-term
evolution of our 1,100-acre commercial core (along Interstate 90) from a collectÍon of strip
malls, parking lots and office buildings into a more sustainable urban area that will meet our
community's needs for environmental protection, jobs, housing and rapid transit.
On June 25,2Ot5, the Puget Sound Regional Council's Executive Board approved Issaquah's
application for a regional growth center designation in its central area. Issaquah is planning
for up to 7,000 new housing units and 19,000 new jobs within the center by the year 2031.
Our vision for centralized growth is quickly becoming reality. Costco Wholesale - the
nation's second largest retailer - recently signed an agreement that will add up to 1.5
million square feet to its international headquarters in Central Issaquah.
Besides the Central Issaquah Plan, dense, transit-oriented development is also planned for
other parts of the City, including an extension of Swedish Hospital in the Issaquah Highlands
urban village.
As we plan for this new future, we must also consider how transit will keep us moving and
connected to the larger region.

Issaquah strongly advocates that the projects below be included in a ST3 package. Please
note our list references Sound Transit's draft priority project numbers from your website.

o
o
o
.
o

Light rail from Totem Lake to Issaquah via Bellevue (E-03). Include a Park and Ride
in Issaquah.
ST Express service (R-01). Include enhanced bus service along I-90 corridor
(Issaquah to Bellevue/Mercer Island) and I-405 bus rapid transit.
HCT Study: Issaquah Highlands to Overlake via Sammamish, Redmond (P-02).
Light rail extension from Overlake Transit Center to SE Redmond to Downtown
Redmond - East Link (E-01). Include a Park and Ride in north Sammamish.
Renton HOV direct access/N Bth (E-04).

With light rail reaching Redmond soon, now is time to connect the rest of the Eastside's
designated centers - including Issaquah.

In the future, these centers will continue to be the Eastside's focus for dense, mixed-use
development. They are also home to some of our state's largest employers.
light rail route will support our region's long-term vision
while also relieving traffic congestion.

A Totem Lake-Bellevue-Issaquah

for growth

-

Thank you for your hard work in developing a ST3 package. We look forward to working
with you on this planning effort.
Sincerely,

ç;ãlT;
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Mayor

Paul Winterstein
Council President

Eileen Barber
Council Member

Joshua Schaer
Council Member
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Mary Lou Pauly
Council Member
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ncil President

Tola Ma
Council Member

RESOLUTION NO.2015.13

A

RESOLUTION OF THE CTTY COLTNCIL OF ISSAQUAH,
WASHTNGTON PROVIDING INPUT TO THE SOUND
TRANSIT BOARD ON ST3

WHEREAS, Sound Transit plans, builds and operates express bus, light rail and
commuter train services; serving the urban areas of King, Pierce and Snohomish counties.

WHEREAS, Sound Transit is govemed by an 18-member Board of Directors who
are mostly local mayors and city and county council members.

WHEREAS, the City

of

Issaquah

is strongly committed to supporting

such

improvements that provide regional transportation capacity to address existing and future growth
in population, jobs, and travel demand; and

WHERAS, Sound Transit has begun the process to shape a ballot measure that
voters could consider as early as November 2016. This measure

will build

upon the existing mass

transit system of light rail, commuter rail and bus services; and

WHEREAS, Sound Transit Board seeks community input on which projects to
study as final candidates for an ST3 public vote, and

WHEREAS, the cities of Issaquah, Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and potentially
other local municipalities, share interests in ST3 that:

o
e
o
r
.

Fund Eastside needs
Connect regional growth centers within the Eastside
Connect the Eastside with the region
Provide an integrated regional transit system with access enhancements
Support system expansion

Page
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NOW, THEREFORT, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Issaquah supports the
attached Joint Interest Statement and City

of

Issaquah letter

to the Sound Transit Board

substantially written.

PASSED by the

Cþ

Council this 6th day of July, 2015,

w

PAI.JL WINTERSTEIN, COI.JNCIL PRESIDENT

APPROVED by the Mayor this 6th day of

Jul¡ 2015.

FRED BUTLER" MAYOR

ATTEST:
?

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

THE CITY ATTORNEY

ResolutionNo. 2015-13

AB 7030
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City Of Kenmore, Washington

July 15, 2015
Dow Constantine, Chair
Sound Transit Board of Directors
401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Dear Chair Constantine and Members of the Sound Transit Board:
Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to submit our comments regarding the Sound
Transit 3 ballot measure. We reiterate our position in advocating for the following three ST3
projects:
1. Construction of Bus Rapid Transit lanes and facilities along NE 145th St., between SR
522 and the future Shoreline light rail station
2. Construction of Bus Rapid Transit on SR 522 and completion of a light rail study for SR
522
3. Construction of structured parking garages along the SR 522 corridor
We previously submitted our comments and recommendations in a letter dated June 15, 2015
(included herein). In addition to our previous letter, this packet includes copies of letters from the
following organizations and individuals that support one or more of our North Lake Washington
corridor project requests:












Cities of Bothell, Kenmore, Lake Forest Park, and Shoreline (joint letter)
Councilmember Rod Dembowski, King County Council District 1
Washington State 46th District Legislative Delegation
522 Transit Now! Citizen Coalition
Greater Bothell Chamber of Commerce
SeaShore Transportation Forum
Bastyr University
Cascadia College
City of Bothell
Rob Pickering, Owner of Snapdoodle Toys (on SR 522 in Kenmore)
Douglas Nugent, Kenmore Resident

Also included in this packet are copies of two petitions supporting the 522 Transit Now!
coalition and the three projects listed above—the first petition collected 187 hand-written
18120 68th Ave NE
Office: (425) 398-8900

·
·

PO Box 82607

·

Fax: (425) 481-3236
www.kenmorewa.gov

Kenmore, WA 98028
·

cityhall@kenmorewa.gov

signatures, and the second has collected 166 signatures through an online petition site, for a total
of 353 signatures so far. Although there is a possibility of duplicate signatures, these two
petitions still show a broad level of support for our projects.
In addition, the 522 Transit Now! citizen coalition now has more than 30 members and a
Facebook page (attached) with 135 likes! We are also seeing significant support for our ST3
projects on various social media platforms, including Twitter, Facebook, and Nextdoor.com.
Please know that your decisions regarding ST3 projects are very important to us and to the
residents, workers, businesses, and institutions in our North Lake Washington area.
We appreciate the important work done by the Sound Transit board, and we are grateful for this
opportunity to comment. We are always happy to meet with you to discuss these important issues
further.
Sincerely,

David Baker, Mayor
City of Kenmore

Rob Karlinsey, City Manager
City of Kenmore

cc: Kenmore City Council

18120 68th Ave NE
Office: (425) 398-8900

·
·

PO Box 82607

·

Fax: (425) 481-3236
www.kenmorewa.gov

Kenmore, WA 98028
·

cityhall@kenmorewa.gov

June 9, 2015

Sound Transit Board Chair

King County Executive Dow Constantine
c/o Board Administrator
Sound Transit
401 S Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104

RE: City of Kirkiand's Comments on the Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority Project List
Dear Executive Constantine,

I am writing to you in your role as Chair of the Sound Transit Board, as well as in your role as King County
Executive, providing regional leadership in transit planning. The City of Kirkland has been tracking the
ST3 Long Range Plan updates process with interest and appreciates that Sound Transit staff has engaged
the City of Kirkland and other stakeholders throughout the process. In December 2014 the Sound Transit
Board adopted an updated Long Range Plan (LRP), which is a required element of Sound Transit's
authorizing legislation.

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with input on the ST3 Project Priority List (PPL). The
LRP is a blueprint for the long-term vision of the region's High Capacity Transit (HCT) network. In and
around Kirkland, the LRP identifies transit on the following corridors:

•
•
•

SR 520: Regional express bus and/or HCT from the Seattle side of SR 520 to Redmond
1-405: Regional express bus, bus rapid transit (BRT), and/or light rail (LRT)
Eastside Rail Corridor: HCT from SR 522 to SR 520 serving the Totem Lake Urban Center

•

SR 522: Regional express bus and/or HCT from 1-5/NE 145th Street to 1-405

and South Kirkland Park and Ride

The LRP update leveraged corridor studies, which included studies of the Eastside Rail Corridor (LRT,
BRT, and commuter rail), 1-405 BRT, Kirkland-Bellevue-lssaquah (LRT and BRT), and University DistrictKirkland-Redmond (LRT and BRT).

Currently the Sound Transit Board is developing a draft Priority Project List, which begins to narrow
down the corridors and modes that will be consider for an updated System Plan. The System Plan could
then be taken to the voters as an ST3 package in November 2016. A staff draft of the PPL was presented
to the Sound Transit Executive Committee on May 7th and included completion of LRT to downtown
Redmond, 1-405 BRTand LRT from Totem Lake to Issaquah via the ERC and 1-90.
Over the next months the City of Kirkland will engage with Sound Transit, as well as other Eastside cities,
to suggest potential additions or changes to the PPL. Once the PPL has been developed, the City of
Kirkland would like to actively work with Sound Transit to further refine projects on the PPL to ensure
the best possible projects are considered for the System Plan.
The City of Kirkland eagerly looks forward to supporting an ST3 package that delivers improved transit
service to the City's residents. Kirkland has long supported regional transit investments including Sound
Move and ST2 because transit is key to the Kirkiand's land use, economic development, livability, and

123 Fifth Avenue • Kirkland, Washington 98033-6189 • 425.587.3000 • www.kirklandwa.gov

July 8, 2015
King County Executive Dow Constantino
Chair, Sound Transit Board of Directors
c/o Board Administrator
Sound Transit
401 S Jackson St.

Seattle, WA 98104

RE: City of KIrkland's Comments on the ST3 Priority Project List - 2"'^ Letter with Details
Dear Executive Constantino,

I am writing to provide you, as Chair of the Sound Transit Board of Directors, with more input on the
Sound Transit 3 (ST3) Priority Project List (PPL). As a follow-up to my June 9, 2015 letter, this letter Is
intended to provide you and the Board with a brief summary of the City of Kirkland's priorities, along with
more detailed input on the PPL. Sound Transit staff advised City of Kirkland staff that this follow up letter,
with more detail on concepts for specific projects, would be helpful to the Board in its review of the PPL.

First, I would like to thank you and the Board for providing the opportunity to comment on the list of
priority projects that the Board will advance for further study. It is exciting to plan for projects that will
eventually become part of the System Plan, and the City of Kirkland looks forward to a set of investments
that will meet our city's needs and achieve the regional goals of Sound Transit's long-range planning
efforts. The City would like to work collaboratively with Sound Transit to identify creative transit solutions
where existing ideas don't fully address city goals. City of Kirkland staff and I understand the regional
nature of Sound Transit's service and our goal is to ensure Kirkland's residents, employees, and visitors
have access to that service. Our suggestions are not intended to prescribe specific project scopes; rather,
our intent is to provide ideas for achieving outcomes that will meet our common goals.

I am optimistic that the final PPL will Include projects in and around Kirkland, improving mobilityto our
residents, employees, and visitors, and inspiring Kirkland voters to support the upcoming ST3 ballot
measure. In keeping with regional planning strategies, the Cityof Kirkland is planning for growth of
nearly 8,400 new households and 22,000 new jobs over the next 20 years. Mobility provided by Sound
Transit will play an Important role In accommodating that growth.
Review of June 9**^ Letter

As a brief reminder, my June 9, 2015 letter (attached for your convenience) outlined our city's high-level
goals for ST3. Below Is a summary of those priorities:

•

Delivering Sound Transit 2 (ST2) Commitments: Completing 1-405 Bus RapidTransit (BRT), with
Kirkland access at NE 85''" Street and the Totem Lake Urban Center, is a key priority for Kirkland.
The extension of the East Linkto Redmond and High Capacity Transit (HCT) connecting Issaquah
and Bellevue are also high priorities for the Eastside.

•

Connecting downtown Kirkland to regional transit service on 1-405.

•

Connecting Kirkland's major employment centers (such as Evergreen Hospital in the Totem Lake
Urban Center, and Googleon the 6'^Street Corridor) to regional transit services on 1-405.

123 Fifth Avenue • Kirkland, Washington 98033-6189 • 425.587.3000 • www.kirklandwa.gov
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July 6, 2015

Sound Transit Board
c/o Sound Transit Administrator /Chair
401 S. Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Re:

Sound Transit 3 Draft Project Priority List
Comments and Recommendations from Mountlake Terrace

Dear Sound Transit Board:
I am writing on behalf of the Mountlake Terrace City Council to express our support for select
projects on the ST3 priority list. We appreciate the good work and progress that Sound Transit has
completed to date on the ST2 project toward providing an efficient, cost effective light rail extension
in the North Corridor.
As you consider the scope of the ST3 projects, we recommend that you proceed with the following
projects, in order of priority, on your priority projects list.
1. N-05 Infill Light Rail Station: 220th Street (Lynnwood Link)
This project would fund the design and construction of an elevated station at I-5 and 220th Street
SW along the Lynnwood Link Extension corridor. The station was identified by the Sound
Transit Board as a potential future station during the Lynnwood Link Extension design process.
The 220th Street Infill site is located near an existing commercial, residential and light industrial
area and the City of Mountlake Terrace’s largest employer, Premera, located on 220th Street SW,
west of the station. 220th Street SW is the shortest, most direct connection between the station’s
location at I-5, to Hwy 99 and the City of Edmonds. This station would provide substantial
opportunities and benefits to Mountlake Terrace residents, employees, businesses, neighboring
cities (such as Edmonds) by connecting them quickly with the North Corridor. A park and ride
facility should be incorporated into the design and construction of this light rail station.
2. The City of Mountlake Terrace strongly recommends an additional candidate project for the
priority list - a parking structure for the 236th Street aerial station. A parking structure at
236th Street SW in Mountlake Terrace could be a separate project or funded in the R-05 System
Access Program (ped, bike and parking) category.
We commend Sound Transit’s decision to construct an aerial station above 236 th Street SW on I5 (the station is an ST2 project scheduled to open in 2023). It complements the ten years of
planning and implementation that the City has undertaken to encourage redevelopment of the
Town Center. It is also a great complement to a large-scale Gateway Village proposal for a high
density mixed-use transit-oriented development (TOD) immediately south of and abutting the
236th Station.

Comments on ST3 Draft Project Priority List
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The existing Mountlake Transit parking lot and garage is already at capacity. Additional parking
is needed to encourage and support high volume ridership on the 236th light rail system. In
addition to the nearby TOD activity, Lakeview Drive, from the I-5 overpass on 236th west to
228th Street SW is being reconstructed to include Lakeview Trail (a multi-modal trail for
bicyclists and pedestrians between the Interurban Trail and I-5) and Edmonds is currently
constructing a connector street from 228th to Hwy 99 (Edmonds). These two construction projects
will direct connect Hwy 99 to I-5 at 236th. The traffic volume from Hwy 99 is expected to
double. More bicyclists and pedestrian will have a safe route to the 236th Street Station. More
commuters will access light rail at the 236th station. A new parking structure is essential to
complement the 236th Street station.
3. R-07 Transit Oriented Development Program
Program to fund additional TOD analysis and support conducted as part of project development
in accordance with the TOD Policy (Resolution No. R2012-14). Funding could be used for
activities such as planning, detailed market studies, analysis of potential Agency TOD sites, and
related activities necessary to bring surplus properties to the market, and both Community and
Agency TOD development support.
4. N-02 options for Lynnwood Center Transit to Everett Station
An extension of the light rail system to Everett is an important regional investment in the
mobility of people to jobs, goods and services.
5. R-01 ST Express Service
We support any project that would fund capital and operating improvements for ST Express
regional bus service to the 220th Street SW infill station and the 236th Street stations. Express
(and local commuter transit) bus service is essential to support the high-capacity transit
extensions that are selected for the Sound Transit 3 measure.
Thank you for the high quality work and visioning completed to date on the North Corridor Transit
Project. We are excited to continue working together to achieve an extended light rail system as soon
as possible.
Sincerely,

Jerry Smith
Mayor, City of Mountlake Terrace
cc:

Joni Earl, Sound Transit Chief Executive Officer
Ric.Ilgenfritz@SoundTransit.org
Kathy.Leotta@SoundTransit.org
Arlene Fisher, City Manager
Steve Osguthorpe, Community and Economic Development Director

Denis Law

I:
Mayor’s Office

July 14, 2015

The Honorable Dow Constantine
King County Executive
Sound Transit Chair
401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104

City of Renton Comments on Sound Transit ST 3 Draft Priority Project List

RE:

Dear Executive Constantine:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Sound Transit’s draft priority list of
projects to be considered for ST3. We have reviewed the draft project list and are very
supportive of the following projects:
•
•
•
•
•

E-04
E-02
R-01
R-05
R-07

-

-

-

-

-

Renton HOV Direct Access/North 8th Street Ramp
1-405 BRT
ST Express Service
System Access Program for Parking, Pedestrian and Bicyclists
Transit Oriented Development (TOD)

To be more specific about Renton’s expectations for how the project and program
improvements should be implemented within the city, we have included an aerial map
showing approximate locations for parking garages/TOD, flyer stations, express bus
service and regional trail improvements. Such improvements need to be included in ST3
to meet the regional growth expected within our city and gain voter approval from our
residents.
Renton is a city of over 95,000 residents that consists of a regional urban center with a
large employment base, including over 10,000 Boeing employees. Renton has
experienced tremendous growth over the past two decades. As shown in the King
County growth projections, Renton is planning for residential and employment growth
at a level that is higher than any other core city in the region. We appreciate the
recognition in the draft priority project list, which acknowledges a high increase in
ridership potential for transit within our community. We have high expectations that
Sound Transit fST) will deliver the long-overdue capital project and transit service hour
increases to meet those needs within our regional growth center.
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We certainly appreciate the complexities of developing a final financially constrained list
of projects to bring to the voters of our region in the fall of 2016. However, we request
the final project list recognize that Renton has historically been an underserved area
and that the next system plan includes long-overdue capital projects and service hour
increases in the Renton area.
We look forward to the release of the project list from the Sound Transit Board in
August.

Den is Law
Mayor
Enclosure
DL:aa
cc:

Renton City Councilmembers
Jay Covington, Chief Administrative Officer
Gregg Zimmerman, Public Works Administrator
Chip Vincent, Community and Economic Development Administrator
Terry Higashlyama, Community Services Administrator
Doug Jacobson, Deputy Public Works Administrator, Transportation
Leslie Betlach, Parks Planning/Natural Resources Director
Jim Seitz, Transportation Planning Supervisor

15-081

July 8, 2015

4800 South 188th Street
SeaTac, WA 98188-8605
City Hall: 206.973.4800
Fax: 206.973.4809
TDD: 206.973.4808

Board Administrator
Sound Transit
401 S. Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104
Subject: System Plan (ST3) Draft Priority Projects List
Dear Board of Directors:
The SeaTac City Council recently received a briefing on your long-range planning
progress and appreciates the opportunity to provide input on the draft list of priority
projects for Sound Transit’s new system plan (ST3).
As you know, the City of SeaTac supported Sound Transit’s Legislative request for
authority to seek ST3 funding from voters. As a major Sound Transit hub with three
light rail stations reaching into our community, we remain interested in the success of
transit throughout our region.
As a major stakeholder in your system, we respectfully request that the Board consider
the following SeaTac priority projects during your deliberations on ST3:


Mayor
Mia Gregerson
Deputy Mayor
Tony Anderson



Councilmembers
Barry Ladenburg
Kathryn Campbell
Terry Anderson
Dave Bush
Pam Fernald


City Manager
Todd Cutts
Assistant City Manager
Gwen Voelpel
City Attorney
Mary Mirante Bartolo

Expansion/addition of parking facilities at the Tukwila International
Boulevard (TIB) Station. We strongly believe the opening of Angle Lake
Station will not result in any reduction in the need for additional parking at
TIB. The impacts on our community of the “hide and ride” public are already
considerable at the TIB Station, and will only continue to impact our
neighborhoods. The station is a key component in the light rail transit spine
and suffers from a lack of adequate parking. We request the addition of this
item to your list of “Enhancements Supporting the Existing System.”
Light Rail Redondo/Star Lake project and light rail extension from
Kent/Des Moines to Tacoma Mall. Our support of the Federal Way Link
Extension as currently funded in ST2 also reflected our interest in the system
developing south to Tacoma to better serve those wishing to visit or do
business in our community. We request retention of these items in the
“Realigned Projects” and “Corridors from ST2 High-Capacity Transit Studies”
priority projects lists, respectively.
Express bus route from West Seattle to Burien connecting to routes
serving Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. This route is generally
reflected in Project 13 in the 2014 Long-Range Plan. The north-south service
provided by the light rail spine suffers from a lack of east-west connections.
With traffic to Sea-Tac Airport projected to increase from the 37.5 million air
passengers per year in 2014 to 66 million air passengers per year by 2034, a
more robust circulation system that avoids state highways and city streets is of

City Clerk
Kristina Gregg

The Hospitality City





paramount importance. We request that you include this element in the priority
project list of “ST Express services to support the existing system.”
South King County High Capacity Transit (HCT) Corridor Study project
to develop light rail from Downtown Seattle to West Seattle modified to
extend to Burien and connect to the spine serving Sea-Tac Airport. The
original HCT study extended the corridor from Downtown Seattle to Burien
but has since been truncated to terminate in West Seattle. As mentioned above,
the phenomenal growth forecasted for Sea-Tac Airport requires forethought in
developing an enhanced high capacity transit system with significant east-west
corridors. We request the retention and modification of this project in the
“Corridors from ST2 High-Capacity Transit Studies” priority projects list.
Infill light rail station at Boeing Access Road. This multi-modal station
project would connect heavy and light rail, facilitating the transfer of patrons
between Link and Sounder systems and broadening the system’s connectivity
and overall ridership opportunities. The project, originally approved by voters
in 1996, can help capitalize on the area’s potential for significant employment
growth and better utilize existing infrastructure investments. The station will
also provide greater access to the Museum of Flight, one of the region’s
premier tourist destinations. We request retention of this project in your list of
“Enhancements Supporting the Existing System.”

The SeaTac City Council understands that projects included on the Board’s adopted
ST3 priority lists will be subject to further evaluation to include costs, benefits and
impacts to communities. We therefore retain our right to comment further as the
projects develop and as the impacts and benefits to the City of SeaTac are studied
further.
The SeaTac City Council values its long and productive relationship with Sound
Transit through the development of the Tukwila International Boulevard Station,
SeaTac/Airport Station, Angle Lake Station and, most recently, the environmental
review for the Federal Way Link Extension. We look forward to learning the outcome
of the Board’s deliberations on these important system expansions.
Sincerely,

Mia Gregerson
Mayor
c:

SeaTac City Council
City Manager Todd Cutts
Asst. City Manager Gwen Voelpel
CED Director Joseph Scorcio

Sound Transit Phase 3 (ST3) System Plan Joint Interest Statement
Cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton and Sammamish
July 14, 2015
The cities of Bellevue, Issaquah, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton and Sammamish share the following
interests in the Sound Transit Phase 3 (ST3) System Plan. These shared interests are in addition to cityspecific interest statements or comment letters that may be provided to Sound Transit.
Fund Eastside needs – ST3 must fully fund investments necessary to meet Eastside transit needs
throughout the duration of the ST3 System Plan. The regional transit system must provide viable
alternative travel options within the Eastside and connect the Eastside with the region.
Connect regional growth centers within the Eastside – Eastside cities have many common interests and
goals and are interconnected both economically and geographically. We are boldly reshaping our
regional growth centers and downtowns into dense, mixed-use, urban centers. Much of the Eastside
transit demand is for travel among Eastside centers and ST3 must invest in service to meet that travel
demand.





Complete the East Link spine to Downtown Redmond; this should be a primary goal of any ST3
package.
Build light rail from Totem Lake to Issaquah via Bellevue to connect these Eastside regional
growth centers with fast, frequent and reliable transit service; delivering this connection within
the ST3 timeline is imperative. If light rail is beyond the financial capacity of the Eastside in ST3,
then other HCT connections such as Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) should be implemented instead.
Invest in High Capacity Transit (HCT) and additional Regional Express Service (REX) to ensure
that people can travel within the Eastside and beyond.

Connect the Eastside with the region – ST3 should continue the legacy of strengthened connections
between the Eastside and Snohomish County, South King County and Seattle.




Implement high-quality BRT along I-405, consistent with but not limited to capital and
operational investments identified in the I-405 Master Plan; improved access to I-405 BRT,
including “last mile” connections and transit connections to activity centers must also be
provided.
Invest in enhanced and expanded Regional Express Service between Eastside cities and the
region, including adding service to overcrowded and high ridership routes and implementing
capital investments that improve the quality of these services including BRT type investments.

Eastside Cities’ Joint ST3 Interest Statement
July 14, 2015
Page 2 of 2

Provide an integrated regional transit system with access enhancements – Sound Transit, King County
Metro, and cities must work together to develop a fully integrated regional transit system with
enhanced access that supports local and regional plans.






Integrate all Sound Transit and King County Metro transit service into a regional network that
seamlessly connects light rail, bus rapid transit, regional express and local bus service regardless
of which agency is providing the service.
Invest in Transit Oriented Development (TOD) to support High Capacity Transit by becoming an
early and active partner in TOD and participate in subarea planning as part of ST3.
Fund non-motorized station access improvements, such as pedestrian and bicycle facilities, in
ST3 and identify them early in project planning and design.
Advance performance-based initiatives in ST3 that maximize the utilization of existing Park-andRide lots and provide increased capacity where appropriate.

Support system expansion – Provide operational services, capital improvements and future planning to
support the expanded regional transit system.



Provide facilities and services necessary to operate and maintain the expanded regional transit
system, with facility and service planning completed early in the process.
Lay the foundation for the next phase of regional transit investments by funding studies of
future system upgrades and extensions as part of the ST3 System Plan.

Sound Transit Board Chair
King County Executive Dow Constantine
c/o Board Administrator
Sound Transit
401 S Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104
RE: Light Rail from Kirkland’s Totem Lake to Issaquah via Bellevue
Dear Executive Constantine,
We write to you as a united and bipartisan community, representing Democratic and
Republican lawmakers, businesses and more from East King County.
We are thrilled to welcome the East Link light rail extension to the Eastside within the next
decade.
As you now focus on crafting a ST3 package for voters, it is critical that Sound Transit build
upon those successes – and include the entire project, from design to construction, of
adding light rail from Totem Lake in Kirkland to Issaquah via Bellevue.
This project is already included in your “draft priority projects” list as E-03.
The Eastside continues to grow at a rapid pace, and much of that growth will be targeted in
our designated Regional Growth Centers for housing and employment: Redmond, Kirkland,
Bellevue and soon, Issaquah’s downtown.
Looking forward, these centers will continue to be the Eastside’s focus for dense, mixed-use
development. They are also home to some of our state’s largest employers.
With Redmond’s light rail connection in our near future, we must now focus on connecting
the rest of the Eastside’s centers. Sound Transit’s proposed light rail line does just that.
A Totem Lake-Bellevue-Issaquah light rail route will support our region’s long-term vision
for growth, boost our economy, generate jobs and relieve traffic congestion.
Let’s continue this exciting momentum – and keep the Eastside moving.
Sincerely,

Senator Mark Mullet
5th Legislative District

Senator Andy Hill
45th Legislative District

Senator Steve Litzow
41st Legislative District

Senator Cyrus Habib
48th Legislative District

Representative Tana Senn
41st Legislative District

Councilmember Kathy Lambert
King County Council District 3

Representative Joan McBride
48th Legislative District
Mayor Amy Walen
City of Kirkland

Representative Larry Springer
45th Legislative District

Representative Roger Goodman
45th Legislative District

Mayor Fred Butler
City of Issaquah

City of Mountlake Terrace
6100 – 219th Street SW, Suite 200
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043-2222
425.776.1161
www.cityofmlt.com

July 6, 2015

Sound Transit Board
c/o Sound Transit Administrator /Chair
401 S. Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Re:

Sound Transit 3 Draft Project Priority List
Comments and Recommendations from Mountlake Terrace

Dear Sound Transit Board:
I am writing on behalf of the Mountlake Terrace City Council to express our support for select
projects on the ST3 priority list. We appreciate the good work and progress that Sound Transit has
completed to date on the ST2 project toward providing an efficient, cost effective light rail extension
in the North Corridor.
As you consider the scope of the ST3 projects, we recommend that you proceed with the following
projects, in order of priority, on your priority projects list.
1. N-05 Infill Light Rail Station: 220th Street (Lynnwood Link)
This project would fund the design and construction of an elevated station at I-5 and 220th Street
SW along the Lynnwood Link Extension corridor. The station was identified by the Sound
Transit Board as a potential future station during the Lynnwood Link Extension design process.
The 220th Street Infill site is located near an existing commercial, residential and light industrial
area and the City of Mountlake Terrace’s largest employer, Premera, located on 220th Street SW,
west of the station. 220th Street SW is the shortest, most direct connection between the station’s
location at I-5, to Hwy 99 and the City of Edmonds. This station would provide substantial
opportunities and benefits to Mountlake Terrace residents, employees, businesses, neighboring
cities (such as Edmonds) by connecting them quickly with the North Corridor. A park and ride
facility should be incorporated into the design and construction of this light rail station.
2. The City of Mountlake Terrace strongly recommends an additional candidate project for the
priority list - a parking structure for the 236th Street aerial station. A parking structure at
236th Street SW in Mountlake Terrace could be a separate project or funded in the R-05 System
Access Program (ped, bike and parking) category.
We commend Sound Transit’s decision to construct an aerial station above 236 th Street SW on I5 (the station is an ST2 project scheduled to open in 2023). It complements the ten years of
planning and implementation that the City has undertaken to encourage redevelopment of the
Town Center. It is also a great complement to a large-scale Gateway Village proposal for a high
density mixed-use transit-oriented development (TOD) immediately south of and abutting the
236th Station.

Comments on ST3 Draft Project Priority List
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The existing Mountlake Transit parking lot and garage is already at capacity. Additional parking
is needed to encourage and support high volume ridership on the 236th light rail system. In
addition to the nearby TOD activity, Lakeview Drive, from the I-5 overpass on 236th west to
228th Street SW is being reconstructed to include Lakeview Trail (a multi-modal trail for
bicyclists and pedestrians between the Interurban Trail and I-5) and Edmonds is currently
constructing a connector street from 228th to Hwy 99 (Edmonds). These two construction projects
will direct connect Hwy 99 to I-5 at 236th. The traffic volume from Hwy 99 is expected to
double. More bicyclists and pedestrian will have a safe route to the 236th Street Station. More
commuters will access light rail at the 236th station. A new parking structure is essential to
complement the 236th Street station.
3. R-07 Transit Oriented Development Program
Program to fund additional TOD analysis and support conducted as part of project development
in accordance with the TOD Policy (Resolution No. R2012-14). Funding could be used for
activities such as planning, detailed market studies, analysis of potential Agency TOD sites, and
related activities necessary to bring surplus properties to the market, and both Community and
Agency TOD development support.
4. N-02 options for Lynnwood Center Transit to Everett Station
An extension of the light rail system to Everett is an important regional investment in the
mobility of people to jobs, goods and services.
5. R-01 ST Express Service
We support any project that would fund capital and operating improvements for ST Express
regional bus service to the 220th Street SW infill station and the 236th Street stations. Express
(and local commuter transit) bus service is essential to support the high-capacity transit
extensions that are selected for the Sound Transit 3 measure.
Thank you for the high quality work and visioning completed to date on the North Corridor Transit
Project. We are excited to continue working together to achieve an extended light rail system as soon
as possible.
Sincerely,

Jerry Smith
Mayor, City of Mountlake Terrace
cc:

Joni Earl, Sound Transit Chief Executive Officer
Ric.Ilgenfritz@SoundTransit.org
Kathy.Leotta@SoundTransit.org
Arlene Fisher, City Manager
Steve Osguthorpe, Community and Economic Development Director

July 8, 2015
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, Sound Transit Board
401 S Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Dear Chair Constantine,
This letter is to request the addition of High Capacity Transit Service connecting the SR523/145th Corridor with High Capacity Transit Service on the SR-522 corridor in the Sound
Transit 3 Plan (ST3) to be considered at as part of the ST3 plan moving forward. While we
greatly appreciate consideration of a study of the SR 523 corridor being included in Sound
Transit’s initial project list, the corridor must be improved well before a future ST4 plan in order
to make the currently planned system effective.
We are very excited about the Lynnwood Link Extension (LLE) opening in 2023; however there
is still work to do to ensure riders in North King County can access the LLE stations. With
planned ridership of over 6,000 boardings per day at the 145th Street Station, there must be
robust, high capacity transit connecting to the station. The 500 stall parking garage alone
cannot possibly handle that volume.
As you know, SR-523 between I-5 and SR-522, and SR-522 from Lake Forest Park through
Bothell are considered High Capacity Transit (HCT) Corridors in the long range plan, which
recognizes that the NE 145th Street light rail station is a regional station that will serve riders
from Seattle, Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore, Bothell, and Woodinville. Light rail service
in Shoreline is scheduled to begin in 2023; connecting the two will provide a transit link for
many north Lake Washington residents that are expecting to access light rail at NE 145th Street.
Therefore, we request the addition of HCT and associated infrastructure along SR-522
connecting the Bothell, Kenmore and Lake Forest Park communities to SR-523 and the 145th
Light Rail Station in the ST3 plan, specifically service that provides at least 10 minute headways
during peak hours and 15 minute headways all day long. That, in concert with parking
structures at town centers and completion of Business Access Transit lanes in Lake Forest Park,
Kenmore and Bothell will allow transit to operate and maximize ridership for light rail.
The North King County Cities have identified the following as key issues for the Board to
consider:
 Providing HCT on SR-522 and SR-523 increases the opportunity to link affordable
housing in our communities with transit as the cost of housing continues to increase.










We must provide diverse opportunities for people to live without cars and still be able
to connect to the region through rapid, all day transit.
This connection is a vital link to regional education and job centers, connecting
University of Washington-Bothell/Cascadia Community College and Shoreline
Community College with the main University of Washington campus.
The ST Board recognized the importance of the 145th corridor by adding it as an HCT to
connect to the SR-522 HCT corridor in the long-range plan in December, 2014.
ST has an obligation to support existing stations (145 th LLE station) with transit and
supporting infrastructure prior to addressing potential future stations.
130th Street in Seattle is not identified as an HCT in the long-range plan.
The Bothell, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore areas have willingly contributed to two rounds
of Sound Transit plans and have made substantial investments on the SR-522 corridor.
Now that Lynnwood Link is moving forward, it is the appropriate time to link those
communities to the Light Rail spine.
While Shoreline currently has no official ownership of the 145th corridor, it is willing to
tackle the access problems and is taking a leadership role in developing a solution to
improve the corridor to ensure the light rail line is successful.
BRT connecting Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore and Bothell makes sense and is
more logical than running that system down into Seattle

Additionally, the cities of Shoreline, Lake Forest Park and Kenmore are working in partnership
with Sound Transit, Seattle, King County Metro, WSDOT and PSRC to identify needed changes
along the SR-523 corridor that will improve transit speed and reliability and is developing a plan
with these partners to implement the improvements. Future funding could provide for capital
improvements and greatly improved transit service on a significantly congested and
underserved corridor.
We urge you and the Sound Transit Board to add HCT on SR 523 and SR 522 and parking
structures at town centers in Bothell, Kenmore and Lake Forest Park to the ST3 plan to ensure
the system truly allows communities to connect to the light rail spine.
Sincerely,

Joshua Fried, Mayor
City of Bothell

David Baker, Mayor
City of Kenmore

Mary Jane Goss, Mayor
City of Lake Forest Park

Shari Winstead, Mayor
City of Shoreline

July 15, 2015
Kathy Leotta, Senior Transportation Planner
Planning & Project Development, Sound Transit
Dear Ms. Leotta:
Pierce Transit has reviewed Sound Transit’s draft South Corridor Priority Projects list under Sound Transit 3 (ST3) and
would like to submit our comments accordingly.
As a partnering agency also promoting multimodal transportation options in the South Sound, our agency recognizes
the importance of providing local transit options within Pierce County that serve as feeder service to regional carriers
(e.g., light rail and commuter rail) as described under ST3. In evaluating the list of proposed projects, Pierce Transit
believes ongoing integration of our local service with your regional service is essential to continued mobility if we are to
collectively meet the projected demand as the Puget Sound population grows over time. Specifically, we see a local
mobility benefit plus the opportunity to provide local transit connections to the following projects proposed under ST3,
all of which we support:





S-05 – Tacoma Dome Station to Tacoma Mall (Light Rail) the defined Central Link terminus. (S-05 is
supported by implementation of S-01 through S-04)
S-06 thru S-08 – Expanded Sounder Platforms, Platform Extensions, and Additional South Sounder Service
(Commuter Rail)
S-09 – Auburn (Sounder) Station Access Improvements
S-11 – Tacoma Link Extension to Tacoma Community College (Light Rail)

As Pierce Transit develops its own Long Range Plan, Destination 2040, our unconstrained vision shows seamless
connections to current Sound Transit service plus future corridors and projects listed under your Long Range Plan and
ST3. As ST3 system planning continues we look forward as a transit partner to discussions how these ST3 projects in
addition to other transit opportunities can benefit both the regional and local transit service in our region. We are also
grateful for the opportunity to plan for future growth through regular coordination meetings you have invited us to as
part of your Long Range Plan development and project selection processes.
In closing, we are eager about the opportunity to continue ongoing coordination with Sound Transit as these critical
South Corridor Priority projects are finalized and a ballot initiative to fund ST3 is put forth in the November 2016
general election.
Sincerely,

Sue Dreier
Chief Executive Officer
cc:

Justin Leighton, Government Relations Officer
Jay Peterson, Transit Development Manager
Peter Stackpole, Principal Planner/Service Planning Assistant Manager
Darin Stavish, Principal Planner

3701 96th St SW Lakewood WA 98499-4431 PO Box 99070 Lakewood WA 98496-0070 253.581.8000 FAX 253.581.8075 piercetransit.org

July 14, 2015

Ms. Kathy Leotta, Senior Transportation Planner
Planning and Project Development
Sound Transit
401 S. Jackson St. Seattle, WA 98104
Via email: Kathy.Leotta@SoundTransit.org
Re:

Port of Seattle input on Draft Priority Projects List: Sound Transit 3

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Priority Project List (Projects) for
Sound Transit 3. The Port of Seattle appreciates the opportunity we’ve had to engage in the
development of ST3 through the Interagency Coordination Group. We recognize the
multiple benefits provided by Sound Transit’s systems, especially reducing single occupant
vehicle (SOV) travel. We appreciate the opportunities to work with Sound Transit to
improve the region’s transportation for our tenants, passengers and employees at our
airport, seaport, and maritime sites. Sound Transit 3 has potential to implement the
transportation vision for the region, and help the Port meet its economic vitality mission.
Meanwhile, we are developing our Sustainable Airport Master Plan, to meet the region’s
long‐range air transportation needs at Sea‐Tac though 2035, while balancing sustainability
considerations. We also appreciate Sound Transit having joined our Transportation Review
Committee (TRC), to consider the challenges and impacts of the growth in airport demand,
and collectively engage with other transportation agencies to address regional
transportation issues.
Our comments on the Draft Priority Project List fall into the following areas:




Airport Access: Link, Regional Bus, Sounder
Freight mobility and industrial area land use implications
Region‐wide/Multi‐corridor

Airport Access: Link, Regional Bus and Sounder
Link Light Rail service has enjoyed success at Sea‐Tac Airport and we expect it to continue
to be an important mode of travel for passengers and airport workers. Thus, we support
Projects that will increase ridership.
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For Link Light Rail, we applaud Link extensions in the North (N‐01, N‐02), East (E‐01 and
E‐03) and South Corridors (S‐01, S‐02, and S‐03/S‐04). Similarly, improvements to
station passenger capacity are beneficial (C‐06/07). However, we hear from some airport
passengers and employees that the length (in time) of the existing trip from the Seattle
CBD to the airport is a detriment. For this reason, we caution against additional stations
such as (C‐08 or C‐09), which might extend the time and slow the trip. Reference the Long
Range Plan FEIS which shows an increase of 5% from SeaTac to the Central CBD due to
the addition of infill stations in the south Corridor.
We would like Sound Transit to consider express service between major destinations
(such as Sea‐Tac Airport). If express service could not be accommodated retroactively on
the existing Link system, consider designing future Link extensions to allow bypass routes
for express light rail trains.
Similarly, we support improvements to Regional Bus service (R‐01 and E‐02) and Sounder
service improvements near the airport (S‐06/07 and S‐08). We believe that a connection
from the Tukwila Sounder station to the airport is important for airport employees and
travelling public For this reason, we encourage Sound Transit to consider a HCT
connection from the Tukwila Sound station to downtown Seattle via Sea‐Tac Airport
(project #23 in the FEIS and #19 in the DEIS).
Freight mobility and industrial area land use implications:
While increasing alternatives to the SOV are critical, we need to ensure that freight
mobility in and to industrial areas is not compromised. Impacts to avoid or mitigate
include: loss of lane or parking capacity due to dedicated transit‐ways, increased
activity on the BNSF railway trackage, construction activity of guideway or stations, and
increased at‐grade rail crossings in industrial areas.
Projects running through the Seattle’s Manufacturing and Industrial Centers (MICs) of
Ballard‐Interbay (BINMIC) and the Duwamish MIC include C‐01a‐d, C‐03a‐c and C‐05.
Impacts to freight mobility are especially concerning for at‐grade routes in projects C‐
01a, along Elliott and 15th avenues, and C‐01d, along the Westlake to Ballard, a major
truck street.
Additionally, as these routes cross through the MICs, we are concerned that the
improvements could increase gentrification pressures. Sound Transit should avoid
incompatibilities with industrial development that could arise from siting stops or
increasing service adjacent to industrial zoned land that may result in pressure for high
density non‐industrial development or residential uses.
Commuter rail projects that must off‐set impacts to freight rail capacity include Sounder
improvement projects N‐03, C‐10 and S‐08.
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Region‐wide/Multi‐corridor:
We recognize the need for many of the general system improvements such as R‐04, R‐05,
R‐06 and R‐08, to call out a few. Again, the I‐405 BRT service (E‐02) should improve
airport connections for the eastside of Lake Washington.
In conclusion, we will continue to work with Sound Transit to ensure that residents,
visitors and airport employees who choose to use transit for airport access have attractive
and sustainable opportunities. We recognize the connections to Seattle CBD from Link, as
well as Regional Bus Service on Routes 560 and 574, as well as coordination with Metro
and Pierce Transit. We want to re‐iterate the importance for efficient and effective transit
service. Other issues unique to airport access include the round‐the‐clock activity
(especially for employees), opportunities to connect with other modes (Amtrak/Sounder
station near Southcenter), and the need to accommodate luggage for air passengers.
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. We look forward to continuing work at
the Sustainable Airport Master Plan’s Transportation Review Committee, and continuing to
work with Sound Transit toward successful regional transportation solutions.
Sincerely,

Geraldine Poor
Regional Transportation Manager

Cc: Collins, Merritt, Leavitt, Gallagher, Gellings, Longo, Stanton, Wolf
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Thomsen, Steven
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Ilgenfritz, Ric
Leotta, Kathy
Snohomish County ST3 service to SW UGA
SnohomishCountyAttachement_164thAnd128th_TravelShed.pdf

Ric,
This e‐mail is further to Snohomish County’s letter dated May 15 2015, regarding Sound Transit’s Draft Priority
Project List. First I’d like to confirm that the letter, which is signed by the County Council Chair and the County
Executive are the County’s comments regarding the draft list and are further clarified by this e‐mail.
Completion of the light rail spine from Lynnwood to Everett Station with stations at 164th Street/Ash Way/I5,
128th Street/I5 and service to Paine Field is vital for Snohomish County. Options to achieve this must
continue to be included in the Priority Projects list for ST’s evaluation phase.
The light rail alignment and stations at 164th Street and 128th Street provide critical connection to the regional
high capacity transit system for large portions of the Snohomish County Southwest Urban Growth Area.
Stations at these locations will serve a travel shed with a forecasted 2035 population of approximately
217,000 people and 66,000 jobs (see attached map). These locations will also be served by a network of
Community Transit SWIFT (bus rapid transit) service routes operating on 164th Street and 128th
Street providing direct passenger connections to these two light rail stations. The population and employees
within walking distance of SWIFT will having direct access to the stations is estimated to be 200,000 with many
more having drive‐up or local bus service connections.
These two stations will be located within Snohomish County designated Urban Centers near key interchanges
along I5. Addition of the LRT stations will create a significant demand for multimodal access by BRT, local bus
service, cyclists and pedestrians. Snohomish County has invested in a consultant study to address travel and
access solutions at 164th Street and 128th Street. Our design studies are currently showing that
the interchanges at I5 are already congested and capital improvements concurrent with LRT build out will be
needed to provide the necessary station access.
The County has engaged Sound Transit, WSDOT, Community Transit and other partners in the study process.
Preliminary findings are that the best solution to provide for light rail station access is to provide a new
crossing of I5 near each of the interchanges instead of widening and reconfiguring the existing interchanges.
The County has requested that Sound Transit specifically include these crossing improvements in the project
descriptions and budget for each of the Lynnwood to Everett projects. The requested $90 million Sound
Transit share will at this time be a placeholder that can be refined later as the total combined project cost for
access improvements in the vicinity of these interchanges is further refined over the coming
months. Snohomish County also has a financial responsibility to invest in and improve arterials that feed into
these two new crossings.
Service to Paine Field, specifically to Boeing and Snohomish County Airport are a high priority for Snohomish
County. While the Draft Priority Project List currently has three alternatives for the Lynnwood to Everett
alignment, only one of these provides service to Paine Field. This Paine Field alternative has a higher cost than
1

the I5 alternative and has higher travel time between Everett and Lynnwood. Peak customer use at Paine
Field will be different than the system peak and the longer travel time will be a detriment to riders on the
system not accessing Paine Field.
Snohomish County has therefore requested that a fourth option be added to the Priority Project List that
would utilize the I5 alignment with a spur along the SR526 alignment with stations at Boeing and Snohomish
County Airport (Paine Field). We request that this fourth option, along with the Paine Field option (N‐02a) and
the I5 option (N02c) be carried forward to the detailed testing and evaluation of Priority Projects.
Snohomish County will continue to coordinate with your ST staff on the I5 interchange design concepts as they
are developed further. Thank‐you for your consideration of these important elements of Priority Project
planning.

Steven E. Thomsen, P.E.
Public Works Director
Snohomish County
Notice: All emails and attachments sent to and from Snohomish County are public record and may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public
Records Act (RCW 42.56)
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July 10, 2015

The Honorable Dow Constantine, Chair, and Board Members
Sound Transit Board of Directors
401 S. Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104

RE: ST3 System Plan and Draft Project List – Key Priorities for the 33rd Legislative District
Dear Chairman Constantine, Board Members, and Staff:
As a legislator, I was pleased to cast “yes” votes on the series of bills that comprise a historic revenue‐and‐reform
package of transportation investments and include new revenue options to enable Sound Transit to take an “ST3” ballot
measure to the region’s voters in Fall 2016.
Now, as the Sound Transit Board moves forward with the ST3 initiative and kick‐starts its work with development of an
initial Draft Project List, I am urging that ST steers high‐capacity transit investments to those who need them the most.
Along with supporting nearly 40 percent of King County’s overall population, South King County has the largest
concentrations of lower‐income residents, of affordable housing units, and of students on free‐ and reduced‐school‐
lunch programs.
Additionally, more than 100 languages and dialects are spoken in South King County, and many of the residents are
financially strapped and unable to afford a motor vehicle. A quality, convenient, and connected high‐capacity‐transit
(HCT) system is an imperative for these residents, and I want to ensure their diverse and critical needs are met in any
ST3 package that is assembled.
Working with key communities in the 33rd Legislative District, I have assembled a list of projects which I hope can be
prioritized as the Sound Transit Board assembles its ST3 lists:





Extend Light Rail Transit south at least to the Tacoma Dome Station – with a priority of constructing the 272nd
Street Station deferred under ST2;
Kent Station access improvements that were deferred under ST2, including construction of a 450‐stall parking
structure and connection pedestrian bridge at the Kent Sounder Station;
Additional South Subarea Sounder commuter rail service through operating and capital improvements;
Expansion of and additions to parking facilities at the Tukwila International Boulevard Station, and better HCT
connections eastward from Burien to the Tukwila IB Station. This station is a key component of the LRT spine
but suffers from a lack of adequate parking;







Express Bus service from West Seattle to Burien connecting to routes serving Sea‐Tac Airport. This route is
generally reflected in Protect 13 in the 2014 Long‐Range Plan;
South King County HCT Corridor Study to develop light rail from Downtown Seattle to West Seattle – modify
to extend to Burien and to the spine serving Sea‐Tac Airport. The original HCT study extended the corridor to
Burien but has since been truncated. With phenomenal growth forecasted for Sea‐Tac Airport, we believe this
should be re‐examined;
Infill light rail station at Boeing Access Road;
Access improvements near existing and future ST high capacity transit stations. Invest in enhanced safety and
access near Link Light Rail and Sounder Stations that will maximize ridership and increase Transit Oriented
Development (TOD) potential; including but not limited to parking, transit, pedestrian and bicycle
improvements.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the ST3 Draft List. I appreciate your consideration, and, again, would ask
that you please keep a heavy focus on areas like South King County where residents and workers often go without motor
vehicles and thus need HCT connections and facilities the most.

Sincerely,

________________________________
The Honorable Mia Gregerson
State Rep., 33rd Legislative District

Washington State Legislature
July 6, 2015
Chairman Dow Constantine and Sound Transit Board
Sound Transit
401 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104
Dear Chairman Constantine and Sound Transit Board:
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the future Sound Transit 3 (ST3) ballot measure.
We believe ST3 will be critical in increasing transportation options, giving commuters a way out of
congestion, and contributing to the region’s economic wellbeing. We encourage your ongoing work on
the ballot measure, and were pleased to push the Legislature to provide the agency with the new revenue
authority necessary.
We are writing to express support for some specific projects that we would like to see included as part of
the ST3 measure. Economic growth, toll diversion, and other regional decisions have greatly impacted
transportation at the north end of Lake Washington and we are in favor of ST3 projects that will alleviate
congestion and bring speed and reliability to Bothell, Kenmore, and Lake Forest Park.
We support High Capacity Transit for the State Route 522/Bothell Way and SR 523/NE 145th Street
corridors. More specifically, we support the following in an ST3 funding package:


Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Lanes and Facilities on NE 145th Street (SR 523) as a major spoke
to convey Northshore commuters to and from the future Light Rail Station at NE 145th Street in
Shoreline at Interstate 5.



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and Ultimately Light Rail on SR 522. State Route 522 in Kenmore
and Lake Forest Park already carries 40,000-50,000 cars each weekday – more than Aurora. The
busses on this route are essential to the corridor, but are also at capacity. This corridor is ripe for
BRT. We ask for BRT on SR 522 in ST3, along with a study on the 522 corridor for light rail
which could eventually lead to light rail in a future Sound Transit package.



Structured Parking Along the Bothell Way Corridor. The Bothell Way corridor in Kenmore
and Bothell is a major transportation hub and draws many commuters from around the area.
These commuters are growing in number and finding it increasingly difficult to park in order to
use transit services. Sound Transit needs to meet these demands through structured parking on
the SR 522 Bothell Way corridor.

Thank you for considering our comments, and we look forward to participating in the ST3 process.
Sincerely,

Sen. David Frockt
46th District

Rep. Jessyn Farrell
46th District

Rep. Gerry Pollet
46th District

